
 

 

 

Fort Worth Art Collections and the Kennedys 
 

“When power corrupts, poetry cleanses, for art establishes  
the basic human truths which must serve as the touchstone  
of our judgment.” 

---John Kennedy 
 

 
President and Mrs. Kennedy’s appreciation of the arts was well known before their visit to Fort Worth in 
November, 1963.  Because of their love of the arts, Fort Worth art patrons wanted the Kennedys to have 
the opportunity to see some of the choice items from Fort Worth collections.  As a result, sixteen pieces 
representing modern art and sculpture, American art, and Impressionist and Impressionist –inspired 
works were selected to be displayed in Presidential Suite 850 in Hotel Texas.  To accompany the art, a 
special catalog, “An Art Exhibition for the President and Mrs. Kennedy,” listing the artist, title and 
medium, and the owner of the work was printed and also placed in the suite. 
 
Read and discuss the article “Suite 850” in Section D of the February 4, 2001 edition of the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram. 
 

1. Make a graphic organizer of the 5Ws (Who was responsible for the exhibit? What specific pieces 
of art were included?  When was the exhibit conceived and completed? Where specifically were 
the pieces placed? Why was the exhibit put together? ).  Ask students if they have seen any of 
the works in the exhibit.  If so, have them share their reactions to the art.  

 
2. What was the reaction of President and Mrs. Kennedy to the art exhibition? 

 
3. Based on information in the article, what conclusions can be drawn about the relationship 

between the citizens of Fort Worth and art in the 1960? What would you say is the relationship 
today?  

 
4. The current President of the United States and First Lady are scheduled to visit your city next 

month.  Put students in groups and ask them to compile a list of works they would hang in a 
presidential suite. 

 
5. As a class, brainstorm and make a list of basic human truths.  Examine the quote by John 

Kennedy.  How does art “establish the basic human truths”?  What does the quotation indicate 
Kennedy’s attitude toward literature and art? 

 
6. What role do you think art plays or should play in your life? 

 

Extend the lesson by putting the class in groups and assigning each group one of the pieces of art to 
research.  After researching, ask students to present the following information to the class:  title of 
work, medium (oil, watercolor, bronze, etc.), owner of work or current museum location, information 



 

 

about the artist, explanation of the piece, and a picture of the piece.  After presentations, the class could 
select its favorite piece. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
















